
On August 22nd the 2010 iGEM 

team participated in the University 

of Illinois’ annual Quad Day. This 

event allows the university’s many 

registered student organizations to 

set up booths for information dis-

tribution and recruitment.  We took 

advantage of this opportunity to 

put together a booth with back-

ground on synthetic biology and 

iGEM. This allowed us to generate 

interest in synthetic biology 

amongst many members of the 

campus community. We also were 

able to recruit numerous students 

interested in participating in next 

year’s UIUC iGEM team. Many of 

the students we spoke to study 

biology or engineering but it was 

also exciting to see interest 

amongst other students majoring 

in other areas such as business 

and food science. Quad Day also 

served as an excellent way to ad-

vertise our upcoming fundraiser 

volleyball tournament and dippin’ 

dot sales. We look forward to hold-

ing a general meeting within the 

next month to better inform those 

curious about iGEM, the UIUC 

team, and synthetic biology.   
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Publicity Director Amanda Chang passes 

out information brochures to interested 

students  

Research Director Francis Lee and Science Director Steve 

Waltersdorf display our iGEM background poster to   

students perusing Quad Day  



Financial support and supply donation 
is vital to completion of iGEM projects 
and the team’s success. If you are 
interested in making a donation to the 
team please contact Co-Director  
Meagan Musse lman at  mus-
selm1@illinois.edu or Melissa McKillip 
at mmckilli@igb.uiuc.edu. We appreci-

If you would like to stop receiv-

ing the monthly iGEM newslet-

ter and be removed from the 

iGEM listserve please email 

either Erin Borchardt at ebor-

cha2@illinois.edu or Anna 

K r o p o r n i c k a  a t  a k r o -

por2@illinois.edu 

This month we  still plan on holding our rescheduled volleyball tournament fundraiser! However, 

due to issues regarding RSO space reservation requirements our tournament date is not set in 

stone. If you're interested in participating, we plan on holding the tournament at the sand volley-

ball courts located at the corner or Stadium and Oak streets in Champaign from 5-9 PM Saturday, 

September 25th (tentatively). Registration will be $40 for teams of 4– 8 people and there will be 

prizes for the winners and runners up. Right now we're looking at cash prizes and/or gift certifi-

cates to restaurants in campus town. In addition to the tournament, we plan on holding a cookout 

so you can grab some food if you’re hungry.   

 If you would like to register, please contact Meagan Musselman at  musselm1@illinois.edu. We 

will also allow registration on site at the tournament.  

On July  30th and August 13th we were invited to speak about synthetic biology and 

iGEM at G.A.M.E.S. camp. This camp is held on the University of Illinois-Champaign Ur-

bana campus during the summer for girls interested in math, science, and engineering.  

We put together a presentation with a basic introduction to synthetic biology and its ap-

plications as well as some information about iGEM. The presentation concluded with a 

paper plasmid lab which involved using paper strips of DNA, scissors, and tape to simu-

late the creation of recombinant DNA. It was rewarding to see the girls develop an inter-

est and understanding of synthetic biology. For more information on G.A.M.E.S. camp, 

check out the camp website at the address below. 

https://wiki.engr.illinois.edu/display/games/G.A.M.E.S.+Camp   

Lab Update: Summer as offi-

cially drawn to a close and 

classes have begun. While we 

will have less time to spend in 

lab due to coursework, team 

members are still putting in 

many hours to bring our pro-

ject to completion. Overall, we 

had a successful summer and 

will to continue our diligent 

work through the semester. 

Public Outreach Event: G.A.M.E.S. Camp: 

Software Team Update: The Software 

team had an exciting close to the sum-

mer. The team had the pleasure of meet-

ing with a representative from Tetravitae 

and received input on final improvements 

to BioMORTAR. The team also qualified to 

present at the 2010 Chemical and Bio-

logical Defense Science and Technology 

Conference in  mid-November. Everyone 

is excited to be at school and to continue 

working on the project. 

https://wiki.engr.illinois.edu/display/games/G.A.M.E.S.+Camp

